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Paymasters of the PC'Brigades

By Evax Gang -~

At the University of lowa, readings for
dmandatory frestunaa thetoric class have
included *Against Ageism™ and “Goud-
bye, Sexist Pig—Say Hello to the New 01d
Buy.*

Such Selectivns may sound politically
correct, but they were actually inspired by
a mainstuy of the American establish-
ment: the $6 billion Ford Foundalion. It
provided lowa with themoney used to de-
vise a multicultural reader for its rhetoric
class. The University of lowa is not alone.
Everywhere from Nassau (N.Y.) Cominu-
nily College to Princeton University, phil-
unthropic foundations huve spearheaded
curriculum transformation, women's stud-
ivs programs, and the rest of the multiculti
panoply. While foundations have long
been known for their liberal sympathies,
the ‘extent to which they have bankrolled
pulitical correctness on cullege campuses
has been largely overlooked,

This funding goes unnoticed even
though the recipients make their goals
guite clear. University of Washington
Prof. Johnnella Butler, project director for -
severa] Ford Foundation grants, linds cur-
vicolum transformation daunting. In an
essiay collection entitled **Transforming
the Curriculum: Ethnic Studies and
Women's Studies,” Prof. Butler and co-ed- ..
itor John Walter write, *“We are only be-
ginning to undo the effects of the distor-
tions set in motion 500 years ago when
Colunbus brought massacre and the most
brutal form of slavery known to these
shores, all in the interest of spreading
‘Western Civilization® with all its long last-
ing assumptions of racial cultural and
male superfority.” .
‘Cross-Gender Figures®

On the other side of the continent from
Prof. Butler, the City University of New _
Yurk's Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies
In 1993 launched a thiee-year fellowship
program with $250,000 from the Rocke-
feller Funndation. Suggested topics for
1991-95 fellows include “projects on lrans-
gender phenomena such as ranssexual-

| sm or specific cross-gender figures.”

Rockefeller has also contributed $160,000
(ur fellowships at the Center for Advanced ™

Feminist Studies at the University of Min-

nesofa at Minneapolis.,

Other times, money goes to enclaves
headed Ly PC luminaries. In 1991, Rocke-
Jeller plunked down $160,000 fur fellow-
ships at the Universily of Pennsylvania’s
Center for the Stindy of Blac ture
id Culture. Its director, Houston Baker,
is a furmer president of the Modern Lan-
gage Assoctation who has derided liter-
ary standinds.

In 1990, the Furd Found.ation Linnched
its “Campus Diversity roject™ with *an

initial allocation of $1.6 million.” A “di-
versity panel” composed of then Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania President Sheldon
Hackney, then University of Wisconsin
Chiancellor Donna Shalala and vther acad-
emic leaders snlicited proposals to further
camnpus diversity; 19 institutions received
grants. By 1992, the grant total was tnore
than $1 million and Ford promised $8 mil-
lion more to be spent over five years.

Not just individual courses are g'\'
created with foundation money. (o®
There are works of scholarship &
as well. A Rockefeller Founda-
tion-funded essay collection, | -
“The Desert Is No Lady:
Southwestern Landscapes in
Women's Writing and Art,” ex-
plains that women *as well as
men, seek personal transformation
through interaction with the landscape;
unlike men, they base such transformation
on a sense of vulnerability in the ap-
proach,” write Prof. Vera Norwood of the
University of New Mexico and Janice Monk
of the University of Arizona,

If that’s hard to visualize, perhaps a
movie will help: $100,000 **for a fitm based
on the book™ was donaled by the Ford
Foundation to the University of Arizona.

Outside the ivory tower, nany orgini-

zations beating the drum' for feminist -

thought receive ample foundation funding.
The Nationat Council for Research on
Women, which has spearheaded curricu-
lum transformation - efforts, - received
2$35,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation in
1992 and $300,000 from the Ford Founda-
tion in 1993.

The American Association of Univer- -

sity Wonten Educational Foundation,
which recently released a much-noticed
but highly eriticized report that claims to
show how American schuols “shortchange
girls,” received from the W.W. Kellugg
Foundation a (wo-year $478,766 grant in
1993 to “‘promoté ediicational equily for

girls in pudlic schools.”

Fuundation support for academic femi-
nism dates to the early 1970s. Marlam
Chansberlain, a furmer program officer of
the Ford Foundation, estimates thut Furd

has donated $24 million to women's studies ™

projects frum 1972 to 1992.

These days, efforts to integrate the
works of women and minourities into the
curriculum is pushied on two fronts. Foun-
dation money goes to individual schools
for “cwrriculwn transfurmation™ and to
regional institutes where facully members
[rum arey schouls collaborate on effurts to

. “diversily” the curriculum. . :

In 1991, the Western Interstate Cum-
missiun for Higher Education in Bouider,
Colo., received a three-year; $434,000 Ford
Foundation grunt o expand its “Institute

on Ethnic Diversity, xhich helps colleges
and universitivs in their efforts to inctease
campus diversity.”

In other currivulun transformation ¢f-
forts, Furddesignates a point women todole
out the goadies. Myrna Goldenberg., coordi-
nator of women’s studics at Montgomery
College in Rockville, Md., and project di-
rector fur a $280,000 Ford Foundation grant

to “mainstream the scholarship of
OF . women into the curriculun.” She
G} explains that more than individ-

Z- ual cuurses are al stake, It's
’Z “notadd a woman and stirkind
Q f stulf. We're hoping for a

transfurmation in how people

evaluate and perceive sub-
jects.”

Ms. Goldenberg, whose cliss
syllubus aiways includes the quate
“I am in the world 1o change the
world,” awarded the Ford money to two
Indian tribal and 12 community colleges.
Nassan Community College §n Garden
City, N.Y., received the money for a suin-
mer 1994 facully seminar designed 1o
mitke the study of math, science and tech-
nology more attractive to women. “Why
do we have to siy the virus attacks the
cell?” asks Ms. Guldenberg. “*Thal sels up
a certain kind of research study. What if
we said the cell seduces the virus? We
would be looking at it a little LIt differ-
enfly. What if we said it's mutually at-
tractive?” She hopes- students who take
new mainstreamed courses will demand
of fulure professors, *“Where are the
women?" :

‘A New Consclousness’

Ms. Guldenberg's vision fits Ford's.
Program officer Edgar Beckham has ex-
pounded the group-think mentality behind
Ford's diversity initiative: “*|R]ecruiting
minorities, including minority Issues in
classes, ete., is not enough. This lsn't
about sambers. s about a unew con-
scivusness of group identities,” hie ssid in
1992, according to the Universily of Wash-
ingtun’s facully newspaper.

“It’s a myth that all Americans share
the same culture. What we share are the
term of discourse. We shonld be teaching
students how to understand difference aml
negutiate dilference. We du a guad job of
that on an individual level, but not on a
group level. }

**The Ford Foundation wants to encour-
age colleges lo use their environments as a
laboratory for inquiring into this complex
areaoflife.. . . Afterall, we've had a monn-
cultural university for almost 800 years;
the foundativn wants o act as an acceler-
ant in a process that's long overdue.”

My, Cahr is a reporler for Insight moagn-
aine i Washington, E

Advice to Donors: Don’t Die

By MawniN Moiesk WoosTiR
Supprose you'te a person wiw wants to
set up a foundation, It's likely that, if
e k. s ha io

that the Carniegie Corp. dues nothing to sip-
port the causes Andrew Carnegie espouse.
James Buchanan Duke, by contrast,

1 ructie hen the

alism of phitanthiropy, as far too many pro-
gram directors and grant officers wrongly
believe that thelr views are more impor-
tunt than thuse of the fonader.
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